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Seven Reasons to Come to the Good Friday Service 
 

What if there was not a “Good Friday”? Would you miss it? Or a different question might be, “Where does 
Good Friday stand in the list of important days of the year?” How does Good Friday rank in relationship to other 
important days in our lives like birthdays, anniversaries, the Fourth of July, Valentine’s Day, Halloween, Christmas, 
or Thanksgiving?  

The reality is that in many churches, they may gather on Maundy Thursday to hear the story of the last supper 
and to share communion, but then have nothing on Good Friday. For some churches, there is nothing offered during 
the week so the congregation goes from Jesus’ triumphant entry on Palm Sunday to the good news of resurrection 
on Easter Sunday. But where does the Good Friday story fit into their worship? A growing trend is to take Palm 
Sunday and add the passion story to the scripture readings so people will hear the story of Jesus’ passion and 
death before they come to church on Easter.  

I guess we are hold outs to the tradition of hearing the whole story during Easter week through worship on 
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. You’ve probably heard me say, “You can’t have Easter without Good Fri-
day.” It is something I believe deeply. So before Holy Week arrives, I thought I might share some reasons why you 
should join us for our worship services, especially on Good Friday. 

 

It is the only time of the year we hear the story of the crucifixion.   
Although we reference Jesus’ death throughout the year, this is the only time of the year we hear the 

full story. We read from a different gospel each year. Each gospel is written a little different. We listen to 
the prophets that seem to describe Jesus and his passion. It is important that we hear the story to under-
stand many of the references to Jesus and his death in worship. 

 

Good Friday is the crucial story on one side of the hinge that opens up the Holy Week Story to be good news. 
Holy Saturday is the hinge of the Holy Week Story. Good Friday ends the earthly human ministry of 

Jesus as he dies on the cross. Hearing the story on Good Friday, we can enter into Saturday with the same 
knowledge of the disciples. Jesus is dead. We can spend Saturday like the disciples reflecting on the 
story’s finality. Think about how this could impact the proclamations of a risen Lord on Easter morning. He 
was dead, but now he lives! Imagine hearts of grief opening up to become hearts of joy! 

 
 



Without Good Friday there is no Easter, no “Jesus Christ is Risen! Risen Indeed!” 
The reason we gather for a special Easter worship is to proclaim and celebrate the res-

urrection of Jesus from the dead. Paul talks about how we die with Christ; surely we will be 
raised with him. In scripture there is a relationship between death and life and it all de-
pends on Jesus. There is no resurrection if there is no death. There is no Easter without the 
Passion Story of Good Friday! 

 

It is one of the “Reasons for the Season” at Christmas time. 
Easter is not an isolated story. It is part of the whole salvation story. There is a purpose 

for Jesus’ birth. When we joyfully celebrate Christmas, in the background is the good news 
of Easter resurrection and salvation. Without Easter, what is Christmas? 

 

It is a story of Love. 
Jesus tells us that there is no greater love than one who lays his life down for a friend. 

Jesus calls us friend.   
The question of Good Friday is “But did Jesus have to die?” The answer is no, but what 

other sign of God’s love have we paid attention to? Did we take seriously the story of 
Noah’s Ark and the flood? Did we take to heart the story of love revealed in the exodus of 
Israel from Egypt and the life sustaining provisions in the wilderness? Did we learn from the 
repeated stories of God redeeming a sinful Israel from the oppression of their captors?  
Will we learn from God’s son coming to give his life for us? What more can God do? 

 

It is an opportunity to put yourself into the story. 
The best way to experience a good story is to put your imaginations to work and place 

yourself into the story. Imagine the surroundings, the sounds, the images, or the people. 
Whose character would you take on? Judas, Peter, Pilate, the people, Mary, the mother of 
Jesus, Simon who carried Jesus’ cross? It is an opportunity in the hearing of the story to make 
it your story about your relationship with God through Jesus. 

 

It is a critical part of the Christian story and theology. 
The story told in Holy Week resides in the center of Christian theology and trying to un-

derstand who and why Jesus comes into being, why he died, or how his death makes us right 
with God and heirs of the promise of eternal life still are studied, debated, and offered as 
good news to all. John 3:17 offers us this promise, “For God sent God’s own son into the 
world not to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him.” 

 

I am sure that there are other reasons that I have overlooked. I would like to hear your reasons. 
But if you think the Christmas story is important, then the whole story of the death and resurrection 
of Jesus should be as important. I invite you to join together on Maundy Thursday for a special wor-
ship service in the fellowship hall centered around the sharing of a meal around the table. I would 
invite you to make hearing the story of Jesus’ passion and death on Good Friday in preparation for 
Easter a priority. 

I remember several years ago after sitting in the dark and hearing the story, seeing the images 
and singing the songs, after everyone had left in silence, Norman Gore sat in the pew by himself 
for a long time. He had let the story touch his heart. He just sat and lived in the story for a little 
longer. He had a real Good Friday experience that night. 

I hope you will come, let God speak to you about the love revealed through the whole story of 
Easter week. I pray that we all will have a Good Friday experience that leads to a glorious Easter 
morning. See you in worship. 

 
  
  
  



 

 

Stated Session Minutes of March 15, 2017 from Regular Meeting 
The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Jefferson, Iowa met in the conference room on Wednes-
day, March 15, 2017 for its regular stated meeting. Moderator Gordon Moen called the meeting to 

order at 7:00 p.m. Present with Pastor Moen were Ruling Elders: Galen Dayton, Kathi Florea, Tom 
Heater, LeAnn Monaghan, Matt Pittman, Cheryl Nailor, Cara Reedy, and Shirley Stapleton. Excused 
were Loel Larson and Larry Thomsen. A quorum was present. Also present was Wendy Pittman and Bill 
Monroe. 
 

7:00 –7:25 p.m. Opening Worship and Elements 
 

7:30 p.m. Consent Agenda and Discussions 
 

The following Consent Agenda was reviewed. 
 

Approval of Stated Minutes from February 15, 2017  
 

Old Business 
 

Average attendance February 2017 – 81 and February 2016 – 85 
44 were served communion at the March 1 Ash Wednesday service 
76 were served communion at the March 5 regular worship service 
Gordon gave a report from the March 7 Presbytery meeting 

 

Pastor’s Report 
Activity Report pending 
Will lead services at Regency Park at 2:00 p.m. and at GCMC Long Term Care at 3:00 p.m. on April 

2 with communion served at both 
April 22-27, 2017-Pine Ridge Reservation Visit (will need pulpit supply for April 23) 
April 28-May 3, 2017-Vacation 
 

Motions offered by Teams 
Property and Finance-Motion to approve the treasurer’s report and pay current bills for February 
150th Anniversary-Motion to approve $500 towards their celebration to come from Congregational 

Life account 
 

Approval of Ministry Team Reports 
 

Worship Ministry Team Cheryl & Galen 
-No report 

 

TEAM Mission Ministry Team Loel 
-1st quarter mission disbursements will be made 
-A $25 contribution will be made to the Greene County High School After Prom Party 
-Bev Hoyt’s resignation from the team was accepted with regret; she was thanked for her years of 

service 
 

Stewardship Ministry Team Kathi 
- Bowling Party will be held on March 19 following church worship 
-Other plans for the year were discussed 
 

Property & Finance Ministry Team Tom & Larry 

-The treasurer’s report shows a total asset balance of $147,302.17 on February 28, 2017. 
-It was approved to accept the treasurer’s report and to pay the current bills.  
-Discussion was held about the condensation problem in the conference room ceiling; Andrews Roofing 

will be contacted for options and estimates 
-Discussion was held concerning other options for the church sign on State Street 
 

*Session Minutes continued on page 4 



 
Spiritual Growth Ministry Team Cara & Matt 
-Youth Force will participate in Reggie’s Sleep Out in Ames March 25 
-Discussion of changes to Sunday School/VBS with small number of interested YITs continues 
-Next Sunday School Breakfast will be held April 2 
 

Congregational Life Ministry Team Shirley & LeAnn 
-Plans for the 150th Year Celebration of First Presbyterian Church continue 
-Sub-committee will meet at 4:00 p.m. on the fourth Wednesday each month 
 

Personnel-No report 
 

Governance-None 
 

The Consent Agenda items were approved as presented 
 

Other Motions Requiring Session Discussion & Approval-See below 
 

New Business 
 

Communion servers (forward) for April 2- Matt, Kathi, Larry and Cara 
Communion servers for April 13, (Maundy Thursday)-Bill Monroe and Tom 
Communion servers for April 16, (Easter)-LeAnn, Galen, Cara and Larry 
2017 Lay Lenten Worship/Luncheon Schedules 

Meal from 11:45 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.; Worship from 12:15 p.m. to 12:45 p.m.; Cost-$5.00 
March 15 Trinity Lutheran Church 
March 22 Christ Lutheran Church 
March 29 First Presbyterian Church 
April 5 First United Methodist Church 

Holy Week Schedule 
Palm Sunday April 9 
Maundy Thursday April 13-Meal & Service at 6:30 p.m. 
Good Friday April 14-Service at 7:00 p.m. 
Easter  April 16-No Sunday School; Coffee and Conversation in narthex  

Worship with The Church of the Damascus Road-Wednesday, March 29, leave at 5:00 p.m. 
Discussion to consider Pastoral Sharing Proposal with Grand Junction, Paton and Jefferson Presbyte-

rian Churches. It was approved to recommend to the congregation that we enter into the Pastoral 
Sharing Agreement for a Larger Ministry Vision and that April 2 be set for a congregational 
meeting. Also that a written ballot be used for the vote and that a ballot committee consist of 
Cara and Shirley (LeAnn as alternate) from Session with two from the congregation. 

Discussion to consider a change to the by-laws that Ruling Elders and Deacons may serve two consecu-
tive three-year terms as is allowed in the Book of Order. It was approved to recommend to the 
congregation that we change the current by-laws to reflect this change and that it be included in 
the April 2 congregational meeting agenda and that regular vote by voice be taken. 

Pastor has been asked to preach at Grand Junction and Paton Presbyterian Churches on March 26, so 
he will trade with Pastor Tere Erickson who will preach here. 

 
First Presbyterian Church 

Jefferson, Iowa 

Celebrates 150 years! 
 

1867-2017 



Use the link below to access our calendar of events on our church website 

http://www.firstpresjefferson.org/calendarof events.htm 



Breakfast 

Sunday, April 2 
Do you agree with the 
above statement? If so, 
please join us for breakfast 
on Sunday, April 2 at 9:30. 

Join us for food, friendship, and fellowship between 
Sunday Club & Worship. 
 

Aktion Club 
Relay for Life Fundraiser 

April 3-9 
Aktion Club will be having a cookie sale and 

also selling some T-shirts as a fund raiser for Relay 
for Life. The event will take place April 3-9 at Hy-
Vee. Aktion Club members will be there on Friday 
from 5-7 p.m. and on Saturday from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Please come and support them. 

 
 
 

Meals on Wheels Volunteers 
Needed in May 

May is the month our church volunteers 
to help with Meals on Wheels. We are 
responsible for five weeks beginning 
with the week of May 1. If you would 
like to volunteer for a week, please 

call the church office. This service is greatly appreci-
ated by the shut-ins in our community. 

 
 
 
 

 
We express our Christian Love and 

Sympathy to: 
  The family of Donald Scott. Donald was Allen 
Scott’s father. 
 

 
 

Congratulations! 
Congratulations to Bryce and 
Valerie Martin on the birth of 
their son, Crew Allen on March 
13, 2017. He weighed 7 lb. 12 
oz. and was 20 inches long. His 
brother Landon and sisters Callie 
and Kimber welcome him home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Options for classes at First Pres are listed below: 

*SUNDAY CLUB: PreK-4 grades, 9:00-10:00  

Sunday mornings 

*TWEENS:  5th-8th grades, 9:00-10:00 on Sunday 

mornings 

*HIGH SCHOOL: 9-12th grades, 9:00-10:00 on 

Sunday mornings. 

*ADULTS: 2 classes to choose from, 9:00-10:00 on 
Sunday mornings. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We’ve gone from 70 degrees one day to a 
blizzard the next, but don’t let the weather fool you! 
NOW is the time to register for summer camp! We 
have some amazing new programs, an awesome 
staff in place, so all we are missing is YOU! Regis-
tration is entirely online this year. Not only is it se-
cure and convenient, but it will simplify all future 
registrations! Simply go to 
www.lakeshorecenteratokoboji.org and click on 
the Summer Camp tab. There you will find the 
“Register” button. Click on that and follow the in-
structions.  

 
SPRING WORKDAY Mark your calendars! Spring 
Workday is April 29. Come and help us get our site 
ready for summer! Come up the night before and 
the cost for lodging is only 6 hours of work on Satur-
day! We have a number of projects to work on that 
requires building benches, digging post holes, cut-
ting trees, and more. Bring a group and make it a 
mini-mission trip!  

Camp Mission:  

To invite all to experience  

the life-changing love of Christ  

in the beauty of God’s creation 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Youth Force 
Youth Force had an interesting month in March. Due 

to all the school breaks, we only had two regular eve-
ning meetings, but this allowed us to participate in some 
really neat activities outside of Youth Force time. (See 

articles below.) During our regular meetings, Youth Force 
learned a little about this time called Lent. We thought 
about how we might make this time of preparation a little 
more meaningful by reflecting on our life. We looked at the 
story of Adam and Eve and thought about how we can ad-
dress temptation in our own life. We also spent time think-
ing about the Israelites as they complained about lack of 
water in the desert (Exodus 17: 1-17). We wondered about 
our own attitudes and considered what we complain about. 
We decided that the way we act matters as we watched a 
clip from the UCONN Women's Basketball coach (Coach 
Auriemma) who said, "We put a huge premium on body 
language. And if your body language is bad, you will NEVER 
get into the game. EVER. I don't care how good you are." 
The Good News is that despite our attitude, God loves us 
and continues to provide for us. He did it for the Israelites 
and continues today.   

 

Youth Force Meals 
Each Wednesday night at 6:00 p.m., volunteers 

serve supper to Youth Force. Without the commitment of 
people to provide meals, some youth would not be able 
to attend Youth Force due to other obligations. Your 
dedication to our youth is much appreciated!  A special 
thank you is given to Sandy Larson, LeAnn Monaghan, 
and Shirley Stapleton, for providing meals for Youth 
Force during March. Thanks to Keri Brooker for provid-
ing treats for the trip to Reggie’s Sleepout.  

 

YOUTH FORCE SCHEDULE: 

6:00-6:30 Youth Force Meal 

6:30-7:30 Youth Force  

 

 

Faith and Family Night 
Youth Force and company attended an Iowa Energy 

Basketball game followed by a Zach Williams concert 
(hit song "Chain Breaker") as part of Faith and Family 
Night sponsored by Life 107.1 radio station out of Des 
Moines. Thank you to Cara Reedy and Vicky Lautner for 
driving to this event on March 5! What a great experi-
ence for our youth to have some fun and experience a 
rising Christian artist.  

Recently, my mother was heading out of town to 
babysit her grandchildren. There was something wrong 
with her car tires and she asked to borrow my van. Of 
course, I obliged. I had one job, to take her car to the 
repair shop to get fixed the next morning. No problem, 
right? Wrong! 

I still can’t even believe the next part of the story. (I 
also can’t believe that I am about to share my experi-
ence with all of you, but here goes nothing.) I suppose I 
wasn’t listening and I just assumed some things that I 
shouldn’t have. When I walked in to drop the keys off to 
the auto shop, the guy told me that my mother didn’t 
have an appointment and I insisted that she did. Know-
ing that he was making a mistake, I decided to leave 
my mom’s car and walk to work. On the way, common 
sense kicked in and I thought, something seems “weird,” I 
should call my mom and figure this out. It only took 
about two seconds into the conversation to realize that I 
dropped the car off to the wrong mechanic (which sur-
prisingly NEVER occurred to me prior to that moment). I 
hadn’t walked a block and I already had to turn around 
and admit my mistake.  

Next, I had to decide how to retrieve my keys, relo-
cate the car, and keep my dignity. Fortunately, I didn’t 
have to talk to the same person that I had dropped the 
keys off with. Unfortunately, I had to admit my mistake 
to the guy who regularly works on our van and who 
knows my husband well. I walked in, cleared my throat, 
and said, “Um, I just dropped my mom’s keys off and I 
kind of need them back.” I could understand his confu-
sion, but I didn’t want to admit the whole story. His quiz-
zical look told me that I needed to explain myself so I 
took a deep breath and said as quickly as possible, 
“Okay, I dropped my mom’s van off at the wrong loca-
tion. Don’t you dare tell my husband!” After a good 
belly laugh, the kind that makes you sore the next day, 
he handed the keys over and I went on my way. 

The most alarming part of this story is how sure I 
was that someone else had made a mistake. I automati-
cally assumed that the auto shop was in error and even 
when the mechanic showed me (in the book) that there 
was no appointment scheduled, I wondered how they 
could make such a big mistake. It truly NEVER even 
crossed my mind that I could have done anything wrong. 

Now for the kicker...how many times in life do we 
come to conclusions and then pridefully stick to our un-
derstanding, NEVER considering we could be wrong? 
Words of wisdom from Solomon in Proverbs 16:18 (The 
Message) says, “First pride, then the crash—the bigger 
the ego, the harder the fall.” Luckily I didn’t fall too far, 
but this is a good reminder for the future in all areas of 
my life including faith! 



Webb House 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Webb House is a safe and unique place for 
teens to hang out on the weekends. This great facility 
has been in our community for over 15 years (10+ in 
the new house alone.) Although the Webb House is 
owned by the First United Methodist Church, it only 
stays in operation through ecumenical help. During 
the month of April, First Presbyterian Church is in 
charge of providing chaperones for the Webb House 
each Friday night. Thank you for supporting the 

Webb House through donations and time.  

 

Christ’s Kids 
 

Who knew that there were so 
many different kinds of tape AND 
that tape could be so FUN! Christ's 
Kids created bookmarks with the 
help of duct tape, painting tape, 
and washi tape. We looked at the 
story of Adam and Eve through a 
skit and discussion. Have you ever 
heard the saying, “duct tape fixes 
anything”? Well, duct tape couldn’t 
fix Adam and Eve (only God could 
do that), but we decided that duct tape could fix most 
anything else. And so, we used tape in our craft pro-
ject as a reminder of God’s love that holds everything 
together! Christ's Kids handed out these lovely book-
marks to our friends at Long Term Care and played 
“The Old Rugged Cross” on the bells. Judy McConkie 
shared a memory with Christ's Kids about the Sunday 
School buzzer that was in the choir loft of the old 
church as we spoke about celebrating the church’s 
150th birthday with her. We had yet another amaz-
ing time sharing God’s 
love with our friends at 
Long Term Care.  

A special thank you 
is given to Shirley  
Stapleton and Rose 
and Roger Olhausen 
for providing the snack. A special thank you is given 
to Shirley Stapleton for helping with our group. 

 

*Please note: Christ’s Kids next meetings will be on April 
5 & 19. 

 

Reggie’s Sleepout 
Though the weather conditions were not ideal, 

that was kind of the point and we learned a lot! 
Youth Force members attended Reggie’s Sleepout 
on Saturday, March 25. While one night can never 
completely replicate what it must feel like to be home-
less, this outdoor, overnight event provides some in-
sight into the lives of people who don’t have a place 
to call home. First Pres didn’t “sleep out” but being in 
the weather for over 7 hours, opened our eyes to 
what it was like to not have shelter. We learned 
that homelessness was uncomfortable, cold, and 
even boring at times. Throughout the night, facts 
flashed on the large screen at Jack Trice about 
homelessness. For example: the definition of home-
less: people who lack a fixed, regular and adequate 
nighttime residence. Other facts included: *1 in 7 kids 
between the ages of 10 and 18 will run away at some 
point. *There are 1 million to 3 million runaway and 
homeless kids living on the streets in the United States. 
*The leading cause for kids to run away is abuse. This 
was an interesting experience that created quite the 
learning opportunity for many, raising awareness 
and funds for homeless folks.  

Thanks to Julia Follett, Sadie Reedy, and Annie 
Twillie for enduring the elements. A special thank 
you is given to Carleigh Pittman for helping to 
chaperone this trip. We are so blessed with a giving 
church family. Thank you to all who financially sup-
ported our efforts. To date, more than $85,000 was 
raised by over 600 participants to support: Youth 
and Shelter Services, Access Assault Care Center, 
and the Emergency Residence Project.  

 
 

 
 
 

2017 Youth in Training  
(Y.I.T.) Members  

 

Congratulations to 2017 YIT mem-
bers: Julia Follett, Kylie Roach and Annie Twillie. 
These girls will create, plan, and prepare the sum-
mer ministries for First Presbyterian Church including, 
but not limited to, Summer Sunday Club and Vaca-
tion Bible School. You won’t want to miss what these 

girls come up with! 

 

 



College Student Care Packages 
Youth Force will be sending care packages to our 

college students and you can help! Items to be in-
cluded are blow pops, gum, Ramen noodles, breath 
mints, microwave popcorn, chap stick, Hershey kisses, 
snickers, crystal light pouches, homemade chex mix, 
homemade cookies.  See the display in the narthex 
to write a note or purchase an item to give. There 
are many ways you can help:  
*Take a tag and bring item back by April 16 (Easter 
Sunday) 
*Give money to help with postage costs 
*Write a note to one of our students (You can write a 
letter of your own or sign the note here) 
*Join Youth Force on April 19 at 6:30 as they pack 
the boxes! 
 

Speaker-Julie Porter 
Mark your calendar for May 3 
to join Youth Force for 
“Destination Praise: Joy from Sor-
row.” Julie Porter is a Christian 
counselor with TEAM Restoration 
Ministries. Her background in-
cludes teaching high school 
Spanish, working in youth minis-
try, being a stay-at-home mom, 
and finally, counseling. You 
won’t want to miss her dynamic 

personality as we journey through life circumstances 
and faith together. 

 

One Great Hour of Sharing Offering 
Serve one another with whatever gift each of you  

has received -1 Peter 4:10 

On Palm Sunday, April 9 we will re-
ceive the One Great Hour of Sharing 
Offering (one of our PCUSA Special 
Offerings). Your gift will sustain pro-
grams through the Presbyterian Disaster 

Assistance, the Presbyterian Hunger Program, and the 
Self-Development of People. Prayerfully consider 
your gift. 

 

Pine Ridge Mission Trip 
April 22-27, 2017 

Please keep those who will travel to Pine Ridge 
Reservation in South Dakota April 22-27 in your 
prayers as they go to learn more about the culture 
and build relationships. Those planning to attend are 
Bob and Pam Clemons, Pastor Gordon Moen, 
Donna Carhill, Marilynn Hoskinson, Bill and Martha 
Monroe and Barbara Todd. 

They look forward to coming back and sharing 
their stories and experiences with the congregation. 

Partnering with the Rez… 
The Gospel of Jesus Christ is accepted among the La-

kota; however, it is not deemed exclusive by the majority 
as the “only way to the Father (Creator).”  The Lakota hold 
tightly to the Indian religion. It’s symbolic presentation of 
birth, life, and death by the medicine wheel, is deeply 
rooted in the minds and hearts of the people. The historical 
onslaught of the western movement and the vicious cycles 
of destruction that it left, have made the Lakota hold onto 
a few things the white man could not take—their beliefs 
and practices (ceremonies), the language, and the tiospaye 
(the family). 

A Lakota friend of ours who shepherds a small Christian 
fellowship group on Pine Ridge offered the above para-
graph as introduction to Christian groups who stay at the 
church while visiting the Reservation. In a few words, she 
captures many of the cultural values her people hold dear. 

Cultural anthropologists look at the concept of self and 
ask, “What is ‘self,’ and where does it find importance?” 
Collectivist Cultures find identity in being part of a 
broader group and success is knowing and fulfilling your 
role in the group. Interdependence is a core value. By con-
trast, Individualistic Cultures find identity in being unique, 
and success is “being all you can be” by exercising free-
dom of choice. Independence is a core value. 

For the Lakota, the values of community and extended 
family run deep as they were among the values given to 
the first Lakota people by White Buffalo Calf Woman. 
Protecting and promoting these two values became a pri-
ority. According to Dakota anthropologist Ella Deloria, 
“every other consideration was secondary—property, per-
sonal ambition, glory, good times, life itself. Without that 
aim and the constant struggle to attain it, the people would 
no longer be Dakotas. In truth, they would no longer even 
be human.”  This strong and enduring connection between 
related families profoundly influenced Oglala history. 

Once were the days when rural Midwestern life also 
placed a high value on extended family and community. 
Numerous children were a blessing to farm families; many 
hands were needed to work the fields and tend the live-
stock. Neighbors gathered frequently to build a house or 
raise a barn, and townsfolk gathered together to worship 
and celebrate life in community. But our lives have become 
more individualistic and less family oriented as bigger and 
faster equipment has reduced the amount of manual labor 
needed on the farm, global enterprises have scattered 
workers around the globe and through social media one 
person may boast a thousand contacts but have no close 
friends.   

Perhaps there are important lessons here we can learn 
from our Lakota brothers and sisters. Perhaps they under-
stand better than we the model Jesus Christ gave us for 
“doing” life in community, in tiospaye. It gives one some-
thing to think about. 
 

Bob and Pam Clemons 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Mid-Day Bible Study! 
Mid-Day Bible Study will meet the first and third Thursdays of the month at 11:30 a.m. at the Ram Restau-

rant at Greene County High School until it closes for the school year (sometime in May). We are studying favor-
ite Bible verses. 

 

April 6-Favorite Bible verse: Jeremiah 29:11 
 

  “For surely I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord, “plans for your welfare and not for harm, to 
give you a future with hope.” 

 

April 20-Favorite Bible verse: Psalm100:1-2 
 

  “Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with gladness; come into his presence with 
singing.” (Share experiences about what music adds to worship.) 

 

Everyone is welcome to come join this newly formed Bible study!  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Congregational Meeting-Sunday, April 2 
     During the worship service on Sunday, April 2, we will consider the proposed 
shared ministry agreement with First Presbyterian Churches of Grand Junction and 
Paton and also changes in our by-laws regarding Elder/Deacon terms.  

Please plan to attend. 



 

2017 Synod School 
“Let Justice Flow” 

July 23-28  
     Have you ever looked at the Synod School book? Are you looking for something new and different to 

do this summer? Check out this opportunity!  
     The 2017 Synod School will be July 23–28 at Buena Vista University in Storm Lake, Iowa. Whether 

you’re a first timer or longtime attendee, Synod School is an exceptional experience, especially because of 
the many opportunities it offers for enriching worship and nurturing spiritual practices. Synod School is a learn-
ing and personal enrichment experience for people of all ages. It seeks to create an environment of hospital-
ity, healing and hope. The week is designed for laity and clergy, individuals and families. Classes and fun and 
interesting activities are available for adults, youth and children.   

“Let Justice Flow” is the theme of Synod School 2017. Come to participate in a unique experience of 
Christian community as we worship, study, play and live together; to grow in faith through action, relationships, 
and a centering of the spirit; for continuing education, for a special family experience or for individual 
growth; to take it all in, then return home to share and serve.” 

It includes a wide variety of fun and mind-stretching courses, worship and singing, and times for both fel-
lowship and private reflection. During the afternoon break, Art Share offers opportunities to create a special 
Synod School memory. Activities offered after the evening worship include mini-courses, nightly movies, a Cof-
fee House, and tie dyeing.   

Much more detailed information about Synod School, the convocation speaker, worship leaders and 
artist in residence is available in the Synod School books found in the narthex. Information about housing, 
scholarships, lists of a variety of 81 interesting classes of all kinds, schedules, registration information and 
forms are in the booklets.  

Registrations must be received by July 1. (see pages 21 and 51-52 in the book). Register early-several 
classes have very limited enrollments. New this year is online registration! Go to https://
www.regonline.com/Synod-School-2017 

 

 
   

Helping Hands 
 

     *Thank you to Bill Monroe for serving as worship leader on Sunday, March 26 when Tere Erick-
son, CRE brought us God’s message. She and Pastor Gordon exchanged pulpits that Sunday. 
 

     *Thanks to LeAnn Monaghan and all those who helped plan, prepare, and serve the Lay Lenten Lunch-
eon on March 29. Thanks to those who provided salads.   
 

     *Thank you to Bill Monroe for serving as worship leader for the Lay Lenten service. Thanks to Wendy 
Pittman for running the Power Point. Thanks to Cheryl Nailor for the music during the service. 
 

     *Thanks to Leon Taggart for videotaping our worship services and special services and Wendy Pittman 
for putting the videotapes on DVDs that can be checked out for viewing. Thank you to George Hedges who 
runs our sound. Thanks to Diane Kennedy who also does the Power Point. 
 

     *Thank you to all who quietly participate in many ways that often go unnoticed! Your gifts of love are 
appreciated! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Dear Church Family, 
     Thank you so much for the love and caring thoughts expressed at the time of my  
father, Bill Ray’s passing. Thank you to all who sent beautiful cards and memorials 

and/or offered prayers and condolences. Your kindness is deeply appreciated and will always 
be remembered. We are truly blessed to be part of this church family. 

Sincerely, 
Bill and Martha Monroe and Family 



Ushers 
Roxanne Gorsuch; Mitchell Gorsuch 2 
Tim and Denise Buenz 
 

Gary and Shirley Danielson 9 
Mary Dayton; Galen Dayton 
 

Jason and Cara Reedy 16 
Mike and Marg Mumma 
 

Doug and LeAnn Monaghan 23 
Kathy Moen 
 

Shirley Stapleton; Diane Gibson 30 
Marilynn Hoskinson 
 
 

Nursery 
Pam Thomsen 2 
Jen, Abby and Ellie Badger 9 
Donna Carhill 16 
Kathy Hardaway 23 
To be filled 30 
 

 
 

Greeters 
Kathy Hardaway; Carol Zwicky 2 
Steve and Carla Haupert 
 

Roxanne Gorsuch; Mitchell Gorsuch  9 
Kurt and Rhonda Oathout 
 

Wayne and Jean Taylor 16 
Jim and Joanne Rowles 
 

Leo Brooker; Norma Milligan 23 
Mike and Marg Mumma 
 

Tracy Hoodjer; Teresa Green 30 
Roger and Rose Olhausen 
  
 

Coffee and Conversation 
Shirley Stapleton 2 
Leon Taggart 9 
Easter Coffee and Conversation 16 
Cara Reedy 23 
Wayne Lautner 30 

 
 
 
Violet Vaughn 4 
Kristin Simpson 6 
Donna Lawson 15 
Kami Badger 22 
Jason Reedy 22 
Kurt Oathout 25 
Jen Badger 26 
Sadie Reedy 26 
John Florea 29 
Mignon Rasmussen 29 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Anniversaries 

Wayne and Vicky Lautner 1 
Jim and Joanne Rowles 8 
Cliff and Millie Said 13 

 
 

Acolyte Schedule  
Violet Reedy 2 
Maggie Mikkelsen 9 
Kaycee Pittman 16 
Sadie Reedy 23 
Ellie Badger 30 

 
 

Financial Secretary for April 
LeAnn Monaghan 

 
 

Lay Readers 
Mike Mumma 2 
Marilynn Hoskinson 9 
Gail Huffman 16 
Kathy Moen 23 
Sydney Cruz 30 
 

 

 
 

April Deacon 
Carol Zwicky is the deacon of the month 

of April in charge of rides to church. Call her 
at 386-3304. 

APRIL 

HELP! We need a nursery attendant for April 30. 
Please see Cheryl or Martha if you could help in the 

nursery at this time. 



Looking Ahead- 
First Presbyterian Church’s Celebration of Holy Week –2017 

The celebration of Easter will soon be here. At First Presbyterian Church, we provide opportunities to 
worship and reflect on the full events of the last week of Jesus’ life on earth through different worship ex-
periences beginning on Palm Sunday, April 9 and continuing through our 10:30 a.m. service on Easter 
morning, April 16.   

 
 

 
Palm Sunday, April 9 at 10:30 a.m.  We will observe the beginning of Jesus’ last week in the city 
of Jerusalem with the children’s processional of palm leaves, the singing of our hosannas, and 
the dedication of our One Great Hour of Sharing special offering. It will be a time of special 
music and worship. 
 
 

 
 

Maundy Thursday, April 13 at 6:30 p.m.  On Maundy Thursday, we will gather in the Fel-
lowship Hall for a meal and worship. We will hear the story of this last night  
Jesus spends with his disciples. We will celebrate the Lord’s Supper as we begin this part 
of our Holy Week service.  
 

 

 
Good Friday, April 14 at 7:00 p.m.  We will gather on Good Friday evening to enter into 
the story of Jesus’ death on the cross through scripture, reflections, dramatic reading, skits 
and video. We will take in the story with all its richness and depths. We will prepare our 
hearts for the joy of Easter. 
 
 

 
Easter Sunday, April 16 at 10:00 a.m.  We will gather together for a special Easter Coffee and 
Conversation time. 
 

Easter Sunday, April 16 at 10:30 a.m.  We will celebrate joyfully the full announcement of Jesus 
Christ’s resurrection at First Presbyterian Church as we sing our alleluias and join the two Marys 
at the tomb. It will be a service of sight and sound, of music, word and worship, and we will 
share the Lord’s Supper as a community of faith. 

 

 
 

We encourage you to participate in all these services and events as each tells 
a part of the whole story and seeks to offer you a full experience  

of this most important of Christian celebrations. 
Easter 


